From the Principal Director’s desk…

S

CDL’s has always stood for excellence and
quality. The institute has carved a niche as
the best computer-based educational service
among the fraternity.

best learning experience - a blend of academics with
the latest global trends in industries.

We could achieve this only because we have been
fulfilling our promises and commitment to our mission
and vision. We have tried to walk the extra mile and
add something new to our repertoire every year.

This newsletter provides a snapshot of all the activities
at SCDL. It will also help to reinforce and increase
awareness, improve interaction and integration
amongst us. It is all the best possible way to reach
out to our alumni.

We are always in the forefront to upgrade and review
the existing programs and to launch new programs
that are trending in the current market scenario.

The institute offers a great opportunity for people from
all walks of life and professionals of various fields.

We look forward to hear from all of you! Wishing you
all the very best…

Our education programs for learners and our current
partnership with the National Stock Exchange for
financial market courses only reiterates the fact.
We launched the Symbiosis University of Applied
Sciences, Indore. The University offers a platform
with ample challenges to our students and gives the

Dr. Swati Mujumdar
Director, Symbiosis Centre for Distance Learning
Principal Director, Symbiosis Open Education Society (SOES)
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From the Editor’s desk…

Dear Readers,

W

e always try to bring the best to you in our newsletter! It has been our endeavour to reach
out to all our students, alumni and teachers so that they are aware of the happenings in the
Institute. We always look forward to hear from all of you.

College days have always been fun! Those are the happy times! It also means the beginning of a new
journey! No doubt there are classes to attend and assignments to be prepared, but it also means
bonding with your friends and making new ones. The testimonials from the students say that and
much more. It gives a fair insight about the teachers and the methods that are used in conducting
classes.
The role of English language in the 21st century is of utmost importance. To survive in today’s world,
communication skill is most essential and mastery of English language is imperative. Teaching English
is a skill and not as a subject. To develop it, we need to focus on students when they are in school.
We take pride in our mother tongue! But, how important it is? Is it superior to others? Read on to find
out…
Deep gratitude to all my team members for helping me bring out this newsletter and the family of
discerning readers whose incisive letters and unerring loyalty are so much an essential part of SCDL.
That’s for all now. So long.
- Barnalee Handique
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Better English more
opportunities...
Teaching English as a skill will improve employment prospects

T

he role of English language in the
21st century is of utmost importance. We
need to focus on teaching English as a
skill and not as a subject.
I noted this when I had the opportunity to
attend a number of workshops conducted
by the Teacher’s Empowerment Forum (TEF).
Most of the workshops were related to the
development of communication skills. During
the session, I observed teachers interacting with
the trainer and also among themselves.
I also observed a few English classes in schools.
Many students hesitated to respond in English
when simple questions were asked. Neither were
they able to read the textbooks fluently. Moreover,
the teachers were not competent enough.
From what I have summarised, to survive in
today’s world, communication skill is most
essential and mastery of English language will
lead to greater employability.
Over the years, the English language has become
one of our principal assets in getting a global
leadership.
Basically, what is language? Language is
essentially speech and it begins with the ear. It
is something specific to humans, that is, it is the
basic capacity that distinguishes a human from
all living beings. Therefore, it remains potentially
a communicative medium capable of expressing
ideas and concepts as well as moods, feelings
and attitudes.

Shruti Dutt shares her observations about

ENGLISH SKILLS
DEVELOPMENT
WORKSHOPS
Speaking is of utmost importance! Opportunities
are to be given to students/learners to listen to
English first. They will automatically respond in
English after they have understood what they
have listened to. Reading is another area which
will improve comprehension and communication.
Along with language, development of skills are
also necessary. In skill development, a lot of
text-based teaching takes place. The teacher
writes the meanings of difficult words on the
board and students copy them. Answers to the
comprehension questions are also written on the
board. These answers are later learnt by heart
and students score excellent grades.
However, this methodology does not lead to
development of skills. For development of skills
one has to focus on four parameters. These
are exposure, interaction, involvement and
practice. On the other hand, to communicate
effectively in English, emphasis is to be given
on the development of the four skills like
listening comprehension, speaking skills, reading
comprehension and writing skills.
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Student’s speak

S

CDL is indeed doing commendable work in the field of online education.
With its wide variety of courses, I am absolutely delighted about my
decision to join the institution. I know opting for this institution is the
best career decision I have made. I believe the road ahead of me will brighten
when it’s illuminated by the knowledge of the learned professors of SCDL...
- Parul Batra (Reg. No.: 201602421)

T

he academics department at SCDL is amazing! They are up-to-date and
in sync with the current market scenario. Each topic receives careful and
comprehensive treatment. The instruction is imparted using a variety of
methods liker debate, discussion, etc. All the teachers are very helpful. Not
only are they wonderful educators, but they are also good mentors. I am what
I am today because of them. They have encouraged me totally and helped me
realise my full potential.
- Shruti Dutt (Reg. No.: 201602694)

T

his is for the guys out there who want to go in for higher studies or
enhance their career. I think SCDL is the right place to be in. Why so? It
is because I honestly say that talent alone is not enough! If you want to
get a good job, you need to be well educated. I can only say that SCDL is just
the right place for a beginning! SCDL has so much to offer - affordable tuition
than any other institution and amazing faculties and great teachers.
- Anithasekhar (Reg. No.: 201604298)
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Creative corners

A clean-up call
Priyanka Jain wants to drive home the message for a clean India
Well, I believe it is something to do with the date October 2. Don’t you? Why is it so
important? We remember it as it was the day Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, the
Father of the Nation, was born.
Two years back, it was on this particular date i.e. October 20, 2014, India’s Prime
Minister Narendra Modi launched the. ‘Swaach Bharat Abhiyan (Clean India
Mission). It is India’s biggest ever cleanliness campaign which has permeated
into every town, city and household. In fact, today every nook and corner of
the country resonates with the message.
The drive aims to achieve its vision of ‘Clean India’ by October 2, 2019 on
Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th birthday.
What is the campaign about? For starters, ‘Swacch Bharat is a
national campaign covering 4,041 statutory cities and towns.
The government has planned it meticulously. For instance, to change
people’s attitude towards sanitation and create awareness it aims to
eliminate open defecations by constructing toilets, eradicate manual
scavenging.
For the successful completion of this endeavour, the government has
allocated funds and appointed ambassadors to propagate the agenda. To spread the message and
create awareness among the youth and the people in the grass root level one can take the help of
social media
The government has done its part and emphasised the importance of cleanliness, but it is now upon
the citizens to come together and make the campaign a success. Are we doing our bit?
I would like to ask how many of us have picked up a broom to clean our city like the Prime Minister?
Let’s bring it closer home….how many of us have cleaned our society at least? How many of us have
stopped littering, spitting and the usage of plastic bags? The list is endless and we have no answers.
But, I still believe that there is hope! The dream of clean India will be a reality only when the people
of the country work towards it.
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We are humans first...
Communalism has no place in this wonderful country of ours

I

t was Ashfaque’s birthday party! We were
celebrating at the club, dancing to music
videos playing on the TV.

Then we sat down for dinner and someone
suggested that we should watch the news
channel.
And as we did, there was a news flash about
communal riots. A section of Hindus were
fighting against a section of Muslims.
I felt sad, particularly as it happened on Ashfaque’s
birthday.
“I don’t know why communalism exists in this
world. Whenever there are communal riots, I feel
embarrassed of belonging to my religion,” I told
Ashfaque.
He reciprocated the same feelings. “I feel
embarrassed too. Such incidents lead to more
incidents and it spreads,” Ashfaque said.
Ashfaque was right. Such incidents trigger anger
among both communities and results in senseless
incidents of fighting.
Retaliation is not a solution to such issues. The
reason for such incidents must be understood
first. Only then can we find a proper solution to
end these hostilities.

Kartiki Mahajan (DELT) calls for

LIVING IN TOTAL
RELIGIOUS
HARMONY
lives. The trauma, fear and hatred resulting from
war leads to strong psychological impact on the
minds of the victims and their families.
If we continue following these tendencies, we
will be leaving the coming generation to live in an
era of war and deal with some more physical and
psychological problems.
“People fight today to establish the superiority
of their religion. This leads to more senseless
killings”, lamented Ashfaque.
Even if they establish their superiority, there will
be ideological clashes later on. And there will be
more deaths.
“What is the solution to all this,” I asked.
Ashfaque felt that one must understand that there
are two forms of justice – “seeking justice” and
“wanting justice through revenge”.

Terrorism has become a burning issue in the world
today. There are so many attacks on people and
property that it is getting out of hand.

In the first instance justice can be achieved
with more understanding and through proper
channels.

Ashfaque felt that man has set certain behavioural
tendencies since ancient times in response to
warlike or peaceful situations. This pattern was
seen through the ages. Killing people to establish
one’s power was one such tendency which led to
wars throughout history.

In the second, revenge is an injustice to the
person who commits it. There is no solution to
that other than momentary satisfaction.

One of the major ill-effect of war is when people
being physically disabled for the rest of their

Ultimately, it is time we called ourselves humans
instead of identifying ourselves according to
our religion, Ashfaque asserted. We can only
overcome obstacles with love and not through
hatred.
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Ode to friendship
Parul Batra
Friends makes this journey of life meaningful! Friendship and emotional bonding are vital to human
existence. These lines are dedicated to my friends with whom I share a beautiful bonding…

We are far and miles apart...
Oh! So close are our hearts!
Not needing a device to share,
To tell each other how we all still care!
The school days that long passed by
Left their treasures behind to stay!
After reciting all lessons and rhymes,
The ringing bells always signalled smiles.
Before the lunch break nasty hunger would appear,
Filling the class with aroma, from the open lunch boxes,
The food would disappear
History was bore,
and maths eyesore!
Marks were important and so were grades,
The report card indicative of our true shades!
The college days that owed us youth,
Bestowed us with seasons of joy!
Canteens held us in deeper conversations
Getting clarity obviously missing in real lectures!
Fests, events and excursions organized
To keep us close to merriment and delight!
Our career paths got steadily defined,
Our lives got complexed and entwined…
Have been lit up by old and new guiding lights!
The treasures, seasons and lights are kept!
In spite of distances and rigor that has crept!
Our friendships have stood the tests of time!
Risen to glory and earned us pride!
Friendly florals invigorate our lives…
Their fragrance doesn’t fade with time.
This is an ode to all my friends
Heartily wishing them all the very best!
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Role of E-Resources in Open and Distance Education
Dr. Narendra Parchure
Assistant Professor, SCDL, Pune
In simple words, e-learning is electronic learning,
and typically this means using a computer to
deliver part, or all of the course, whether it’s in a
school, part of your mandatory business training
or a full distance learning course. Initially, the
change was not welcomed, as many people
thought bringing computers into the classroom
would remove that human element. But as time
has progressed, technology has developed, and
now we embrace smartphones and tablets in the
classroom and office, as well as using a wealth of
interactive designs that makes distance learning
not only engaging for the users, but valuable as a
lesson delivery medium.
Building partnerships with quality training
providers, and combining this with a dedicated
experienced technical team and support staff,
Virtual College provides the perfect blended
learning environment, offering anyone the chance
to take their online training to the next level. By
the year 2020, students will be taking over half
of their courses online. Organizations that desire
to succeed in today’s global environment, by
facilitating changing educational demands, will
require learning agility and extensive use of
e-resources. The diversified hunt for information
and knowledge, the innumerable books and other
printed materials together with endless and ever
increasing scholarly e-resources are available
on click. Now access of information is no longer
restricted to what is physically available in a
particular library. Information is accessible from
a wide variety of globally distributed commercial
repositories such as electronic publishers with
access charge.

E-resources for Open and Distance Learning
Open and Distance education is seen as a
flexible and appropriately inclusive to deliver
inclusive education. Technology could be used
to support inclusion. The advent of technology
and open and distance learning could go a
long way in widening accessibility to education
for the majority of children and or people with
disabilities flexibly so that the learning process
can go on. These groups may be able to access
materials from home, which is seen as the safest,
least expensive environment. This could be
incorporated with occasional attendance at local
study centres and a form of blended learning that
incorporates Open Education Resources.
Distance education should widen and create
access to learning and training opportunities that
are tailored to meet the needs of the individual.
This kind of platform would allow distance
learning to take place for excluded groups as
the technical element of learning is localised,
thus making attendance for tutorial or technical
guidance during a programme less of a barrier.
By considering the following factors, it can give
platform for these learners to fulfil their life goals.
Due to advancement of technology it is possible
to reach the disabled students in any part of
the world. The present scenario demands for
technologically enhanced structure of education,
which can fulfil the needs by overcoming the
distance.
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The resources which enabled distance learning are:
Online

Online
Counselling
Virtual Class and Online
E-Learning CDs and DVDs
Self Learning Material
Online Admission

Fig. 1: Resources considered in ODL
Major Concerns Related to E-learning

Advantages of E-resources

Stability and Storage:

• Easy Access: The users can access the desired
material within minutes, or even seconds, on
their desktops, provided equipment is available.

There are issues of preservation of storage media,
hardware and software dependency and dynamic
versions of electronic resources that also need to
be dealt with. The volatility of e-resources makes
preservation a major concern.
Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Issues:
There are certain issues like protection of the
intellectual property of the author in order to
preserve the originality and integrity of the work;
security for the attachment of the author and the
work in public; protection of the author’s ideal
and economic interest and benefits, including
publication and reproduction of his/her work.
Users’ Access:
Depending on the licensing agreement and
local funding, downloading and printing can be
provided in libraries as well as at the desktops of
the users.
Training and Support for Staff and Users:
With the number of e- resources being published
and the variety of different interfaces, more
sophisticated searching and retrieving skills are
necessary. If library staff is provided with adequate
training and support in order to be aware of new
development of technology, more flexible and
suitable services can then be available for users.

• Speed: Electronic transmission, especially in
the review process, saves valuable time.
• Costs: The e-resources are published
electronically rather than in paper & no new
costs are introduced.
Disadvantages of E-resources
• Financial constraints: The infrastructure
required displaying, storing or print electronic
resources are expensive.
• Technological Constraints: The network or
connection speed can be too slow. Screen
quality of graphics and photos is still primitive
when compared to print.
Changes in society’s life demands corresponding
changes in education. The nature of higher
education is changing. The traditional four-year
brick & mortar institution is no longer applicable
for a high school graduate, attending college
for four years is no longer the norm. It is said
that E-resources can’t replace print formats yet
because only a fraction of scholarly materials is
available electronically. The internet searches
need to be systematic & accurate for which
subject thesaurus needs to be developed & such
listing on the institutional intranet would help
the faculty, researcher & students of academic
colleges.
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How important is your dialect?
Anithasekhar
Reg No.: 201604298
I belong to the state of Telangana. It is one of
the 29 states of India, in the southern part of the
country. Until two years ago, Telangana was a
part of the united Andhra Pradesh since 1956.
Linguistic identity was one of the main factors for
the struggle for a separate state of Telangana.
There has always been comparison between
Telegu and Telangana. Telegu has always been
considered the superior dialect. The dialect
shares a considerable number of words from
Sanskrit.
My mother tongue is Telugu and the dialect is
Telangana, which is one of the main dialects of
Telugu. The words are often laced with Urdu.
I got married into an Andhra family, and was
subjected to humiliation because of my Telangana
dialect. I had to change my dialect! At first,
though I resisted, I complied. Let me make it

clear, Telangana is not inferior in any way, but the
dialect never got the right kind of exposure.
History also played a major role in it! Telangana
was not under the rule of the British but under
Qutb Shahis, Asaf Jahis and the Nizams. The
influence of the Muslim rulers’ language Urdu/
Deccani can be very clearly seen in the dialect
of the state. Right from formation of the state of
Andhra Pradesh in 1956 with the merger of the
Telugu speaking regions of the Nizam’s Dominion,
the Telangana dialect was looked down upon.
Today, it is only after the formation of Telangana
state that we are able to speak our own dialect
without any sense of inferiority complex. Now,
the government of Telangana state is introducing
vocabulary related to the dialect in textbooks.
There is no dearth of scholars in Telangana and
their works are now easily available.
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Webinars
Organised under the aegis of Academic Research Forum
As part of inviting external speakers to make
presentations to our students, a webinar on
“Leading Teams through Change for Synergy”
was conducted by Mr. Ashok Soman on January
28, 2016. The objectives of the seminar was to
provide valuable insights and learning through
experiential sharing proven to work in a “real
world” environment and help in developing
effective leadership skills to boost personal and
organisational performance.

A webinar on “Be the Best You” was conducted
by Mr. Prasad Auty on February 26, 2016. Its
aim was to get inspired to be our best, improve
continuously and lead our dream life and develop
right set of rational beliefs, useful competencies
and beneficial habits.

A webinar on “Action Research” was conducted
bu by Dr. Archana Chaudhari on June 24,
2016. Its objectives were to define what Action
Research is; explain different components and
steps of Action Research; and elaborate the
format for writing an Action Research report.
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Training programmes
Conducted at SCDL by Academics Department

Dr. Pallavi Soman and Dr Narendra Parchure
conducted a training program on ‘Leadership
Training’ for the Faculty members of SCDL
Pune, on February 17, 2016. The objective was to
enhance communication skill (email etiquettes,
presentation, written and verbal, report writing,
soft skills, and interpersonal skills).

Dr Padmpriya Irabatti conducted a training
program on ‘Research Methodology’ for the
Faculty members of SCDL Pune, on March 9,
2016. The objective was to train, reorient and
reactivate research scholars/ faculty on research
methodology.

Dr. Madhu Madan conducted a training program
on ‘Team Building’ for Staff of SCDL on March
16, 2016. The objective was to inculcate team
building at the organisation.
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Research Publication - Faculty Research Papers (2015-16)
DR. PADMPRIYA IRABATTI
• Dr. Padmpriya Irabatti, “Current Status of Employability of Online Higher Education in India”, by
Symbiosis International Research Journal in Open and Distance Learning, 2016, 20.
• Dr. Padmpriya Irabatti, “Challenging Trends in Indian Rural Market”, by International Research
Journal of Commerce, Business and Social Sciences, 2016, ISSN 2277 – 9310.
MR. PRASHANT UBARHANDE
• Prashant Ubarhande, “Econometrics-Introduction and Scope in Pune’s Manufacturing Industry” by
Journal of Advances in Business Management, December 2015, ISSN: 2395-7441
• Prashant Ubarhande, “Evaluation of the Introduction of Information Technology Enabled Services
(ITES) in Banking”, Recent Trends in Commerce and Management’ 2016, 31, 978-93-85526-78-7.
MR.SUDEEP LIMAYE
• Sudeep Limaye, Dr. Milind Pande, “Are There Ethics in Sales Profession – A Study”, by International
Journal of Scientific Research and Management (IJSRM), 2016, 3984-3990.
DR. PALLAVI SOMAN
• Dr. Pallavi Soman, “Research in Education at International Conference” by University of Mumbai,
April 2015, ISBN -978-93-82588-69-6. 17- 18.
MS. UTTARA DEOLANKAR
• Uttara Deolankar, “Communication with a Distance”, by International Educational E- Volume-IV,
Issue-IV, November 2015, ISSN 2277-2456.
MS. SONALI KARALE
• Sonali Karale, “Study of effectiveness of E-databases in Education System”, International Journal
of Information Systems, January 2016, ISSN 2229-5429.
DR. NARENDRA PARCHURE
• Dr. Narendra Parchure, “Developing Organizations through Experiential Branding for Sustainability”
in 1st National Seminar on Sustainable Competitive Advantage Through Integrated Marketing
Approach held at Prestige Institute of Management, Gwalior 12th September, 2015.
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